It’s A Long Story

'] LONG, LONG AGO...

ELEPHANTS WERE VERY
DIFFERENT ANIMALS...

HER CURIOUSITY TOOK HER ALL
OVER THE GRASSLAND:

CROCODILE
PULLED ON BABY
ELEPHANT’S NOSE--

/ 1 BABY ELEPHANT PULLED
RIGHT BACK--

HER NOSE WAS NOW LONG AND AND, ONE-BY-ONE,
FLEXIBLE--GREAT FOR ALL KINDS _ WENT TO CROCODILE TO
OF NEW, NEAT STUFF! SOON ALL THE OTHER GET ONE FOR THEMSELVES!

ELEPHANTS NOTICED THE
HELPFUL CHANGE--

ONE DAY, BABY ELEPHANT-
CURIOUS AS EVER-BEGAN
TO WONDER ALOUD...

WHAT DO
YOU EAT?

COME CLOSER,
AND I'LL TELL
WHAT 1 EAT...

BECAUSE OF
CROCODILE’S
TRICK, SHE WAS
DIFFERENT
FROM BEFORE...

ALL ELEPHANTS BORN AFTER
THAT DAY HAVE LONG, FLEXIBLE,
AND VERY USEFUL NOSES, AND

HAVE EVER SINCE!
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Nice To Run Into‘Roo

LONG, LONG AGO... =

SLIM-LEGGED AND SLOW-MOVING,
WITH THICK GRAY WOOL, SHE HAD

NO INTEREST IN RUNNING AROUN
KANGAROO WAS A VERY R s AROUHD N

DIFFERENT ANIMAL... ) NU
— - % fyiat )

\

BUT THAT DID NOT MATTER TO
DINGO... [ BECAUSE DINGO WAS VERY HUNGRY. ]

[ AFRAID, KANGAROO RAN AWAY-- I THROUGH FORESTS... AND DESERTS

--AND DINGO RAN AFTER HER. I

OVER MOUNTAINS...

SHE SCRAMBLED!
[ HER HIND LEGS GROWING STRONGER... ] HER FRONT LEGS GROWING SMALLER...

HER WOOL BLOWN AWAYA.I

WHILE HER TAIL GREW THICKER... -]

AND JUST WHEN IT SEEMED . | SHE USED ALL HER NEW ATTRIBUTES-- |
KANGAROO WAS DONE FOR--

LONG, STRONG FEET AND LEGS...

A THICK, POWERFUL TAIL...

AND SLEEK FUR...
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Level Up
E 1 LONG, LONG AGO...
- SOME ANIMALS DID

v

) [ __Not exisT vem
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I WILL TEACH YOU

4 LEOPARD TRAINED CUB TO AND TURTLE...

HUNT WHAT THEY COULD FIND.

EDGE
TO'HUNT HEDGEHOG THE WATER, AND HE WILL

[ LEOPARD—A SKILLED HUNTER—SHARED AN ANCIENT HUNTING LESSON WITH CUB... ]

HEDGEHOG INTO

FLIP TURTLE ON
HER SHELL AND
SCOOP HER OUT...

UNCURL...

FROM THE NEARBY BUSHES, HEDGEHOG AND
TURTLE OVERHEARD THE LESSON, AND
FEARED THEY WOULD SOON BE CAUGHT--

GOOD
TO SEE YOU,
TURTLE!

HELLO THERE,
HEDGEHOG!

JUST LIKE HE HAD LEARNED, CUB TOSSED

THEN HE TRIED TO SCOOP “TURTLE” OUT OF

“HEDGEHOG" INTO THE WATER. BUT IT WAS
TURTLE, AND SHE SWAM AWAY TO SAFETY.

HER SHELL, BUT IT WAS HEDGEHOG, AND HIS TIRED AND DEFEATED,
SHARP PRICKLES POKED CUB'S PAW PAINFULLY! CUB RAN BACK HOME.

TURTLE AND HEDGEHOG
HAD WON FOR NOW--

TURTLE LEARNED TO CURL SO &
WELL, THE PLATES OF HER
SHELL BEGAN TO CHANGE...

HEDGEHOG BECAME SUCH A
GOOD SWIMMER, HIS STICKLY-
PRICKLYS CHANGED TOO...

THEY DECIDED TO LEARN
EACH OTHER'S SKILLS.

AND WHEN CUB RETURNED
TO HUNT HEDGEHOG AND  N\|
TURTLE--

e

< W

| HE FOUND NEITHER... |
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—
AND BOTH COULD SWI

TOGETHER, THEY HAD BECOME SOMETHING
NEW, AND LEOPARD AND CUB NAMED IT
“ARMADILLO."

AND THE ARMADILLOS, NOW LIVING ALONGSIDE
THE TURTLES, HEDGEHOGS, AND LEOPARDS OF THE
WORLD, HAD ARMADILLO CHILDREN--

’ AND ARMADILLOS HAVE EXISTED EVER SINCE.
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